
















































































Boats on West Oko­
boji before a regatta. 

Winter sports at Am­
brose A. Call Park. 

- t . , 

• • ... 

CAMPING 
Camping is permitted in certain parks for a fee 

of SOc per night of $2.SO a week per unit. Campers 
provide their own tents and outfits. A time limit 
of two weeks is maintained, and in some parks 
only overnight camping is permitted. For further 
information, see park list. 

SWIMMING 
Swimming is provided at 12 supervised beaches, 

and the State Conservation Commission is proud 
to announce that no drownings have ever occurred 
at any of the supervised state park beaches. The 
small fee charged defrays the cost of life guards, 
cleaning the beach, and keeping the dressing rooms 
sanitary. Suits and towels may be rented and 
checking service is provided at all bath houses. 
Refreshments may be obtained. 

BOATS 

Boats are available for rent in many State 
Parks, and on most of the state recreational lakes. 
Sailboating is popular on all the larger lakes. 
Motor boats and outboards are strictly prohibited 
on the artificial lakes. 

CABINS 
Cabins, located in 7 State Parks, may be rented 

for a period of from one day to two weeks. Many 
cabins have running water and toilets, and most 
of them have fireplaces so that they may be used 
throughout the year. Reservations should be ob­
tained in advance by writing the custodian of the 
park. • 

GROUP CAMPS 

Group camps, consisting of cabins, each accom­
modating eight, central mess hall, showers, and 
leaders' cabins, are available at Dolliver and 
Ahquabi State Parks. These can accommodate up 
to SO campers. Smaller groups can be accommo­
dated at Backbone and Palisades State Parks. 
Reservations for group camps and further infor­
mation may be obtained from the Conservation 
Commission, Des Moines. 
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PARK RULES 
WE REQUEST THAT YOU AS ONE OF 

2,500,000 VISITORS IN THE lOW A 
STATE PARKS ANNUALLY 

OBSERVE THE FOL-
LOWING RULES: 

SPEED LIMIT: The maximum speed limit of 
all vehicles on state park and preserve drives, 
roads and highways shall be fifteen (IS) miles per 
hour. All driving shall be confined to designated 
roadways. 

VEHICLE LOADING: Excessively loaded ve­
hicles shall not operate over state park or pre­
serve drives, roads or highways. 

PARKING: All vehicles shall be parked in des­
ignated parking areas. 

FIRES: No fire shall be built, except in a place 
provided therefor, and such fire shall be extin­
guished when site is vacated unless it is imme­
diately used by some other party. 

TREES AND SHRUBS: No person shall, in 
any manner, remove, destroy, injure or deface any 
tree, shrub, plant or flower, or the fruit thereof or 
disturb or injure any structure or natural attrac­
tion. 

FIREARMS: The use by the public of firearms. 
explosives and weapons of all kinds is prohibited 
in all state parks and preserves. 

REFUSE: No person shall place any waste, 
refuse, litter or foreign substance in any area or 
receptacle except those provided for that purpose. 

POSTED AREAS: No person shall enter upon 
portions of any state park or preserve in disre· 
gard of official signs forbidding same. 

ANIMALS: No privately owned animal shall 
be allowed to run at large in any state park or 
preserve or upon lands or in waters owned by or 
under the jurisdiction of the Commission except 
by permission of the Commission. 

CLOSING HOUR: Except by arrangement or 
permission granted by the Park Custodian, all per­
sons shall vacate state parks and preserves before 
ten-thirty o'clock P.M. (10 :30 P.M.) 

. CAMPING: No person shall camp in any por­
tion of a state park or preserve except in portions 
described or designated by the Commission. 
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The Iowa wild crab, 
malus ioensis, per­
fumes the air in May. 

Conservation officers 
assigned to parks rep­
resent your host. 



INDEX 

Backbone .. ...... . .. 7 Lake Keomah .. . .... 7 5 

Barkley ..... . ...... 54 Lake MacBride . ... . . 71 

Beaver Meadows . ... 54 Lake Manawa . .. . ... 71 

Beeds Lake .... ... .. 68 Lake of Three Fires .. 75 

Bellevue .. . . . .. . . . . 36 Lake Wapello . . .. . . . 67 

B ixby ... ....... . . .. 55 Ledges . . . . . . .. .. .. . 13 

Blackhawk Areas . ... 28 Lepley ....... ... ... 21 

Brush Creek Canyon .. 55 Lewis & Clarke ... . .. 29 

Call, Ambrose A .. .. . .. 20 Lost Island . . . .. . . . . 30 

Clarke, Theo. F . .. . .. 22 Maquoketa Caves . .. 57 

Clear Lake .......... 28 Mill Creek . . . . . . . . . 69 

Cold Spring ..... . .. . 69 Mini-Wakan . ....... 26 

Dolliver Memorial . . . 8 McGregor Areas . . . . . 39 

Eagle Lake . . ... . . . . 29 Oak Grove ... . .. ... . 44 

Echo Valley . . . . .. . . . 37 Oakland Mills .... ... 58 

Farmington .... .. . . . 36 Okamanpedan . . . ... 2 7 

Flint Hills . . .. .. ... . 44 Okoboji Region . ... . 26 

Fort Atkinson ... . ... 64 Orleans Hatchery .. .. 26 

Fort Defiance ... . .. . 63 Palisades-Kepler . . . .. 15 

Gitchie Manitou ..... 53 Pammel . .... . ...... 43 

Gull Point ..... . . ... 26 Pikes Peak .. ... ..... 39 

Heery Woods .... • .. 20 Pikes Point . ... .. ... 26 

Lacey Keosauqua .. . . 11 Pillsbury Point . . . ... 26 

Lake Ahquabi . ... ... 73 Pilot Knob .......... 35 

Aclmowledgement 

P ine Lake ....... . .. 77 

Point Ann ..... .. . .. 39 

Preparation Canyon .. 22 

Red Haw Hill .. . . . . . 21 

Rice Lake .... . . ... . 32 

Rush Lake ..... ... . . 31 

Sharon Bluffs . .. . . ... 45 

Sievert Springs . . . ... 59 

.Silver Lake .. .. . .. .. 31 

Springbrook . ... ..... 17 

Stone Park . . . . . . ... . 48 

Storm Lake ... .. . . . 30 

Swan Lake ..... .. . . 54 

Trappers Bay . ... . . . 31 

Twin Lakes . .. . . . ... 32 

Twin Springs .. . .. .. 58 

Walnut Woods ...... 45 

Wanata ............. 23 

Wapsipinicon .... . . . 47 

Waubonsie ... . ...... 49 

White Pine Hollow . .. 23 

Wild Cat Den . .. . .... 60 

Wood thrush Preserve. 53 

Woodman Hollow . . .. 59 

We are indebted to the following sources of information : The 
Palimpsest of the State Historical Society; Reports of the late Dr. Louis 
Pammel; Iowa Parks, 19i9; file of the Iowa State Conservation Commis-

sion. 

The photographs used as illustrations were obtained from: Don Berry, 
Indianola; Des Moines Register and Tribune; George Drew, Des Moines; 
V. W . Flickinger, Des Moines; Lander Photos, Boone; L. H. Launspach, 
Indianola ; S. W. Lock, Mason City; National Park Service, Omaha ; 
Newman Photo, Sioux City; Ottumwa Currier; Don Peterson, Fort Dodge; 
Putnam, Iowa City ; L . F. Reed, Pine Lake ; Merrill Smith, Cedar Rapids; 
Trasker Studio, Dubuque ; and the files of the Conservation Commission. 

This booklet prepared under the supervision of Herbert Brackney, Jr., 
Landscape Architect. 

What to Do at All State Parks 
and Preserves 
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